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“I'l give you a million dollars for each year you can
addomy life,” a wealthy American said to his medical
advisers when he was eighty years old.

“Miions of dollars for an inch of time!" cried Qugen
Elizabeth |, the queen of England in 1603, upon her dying
bed. She was an unhappy woman, recining Upon a couch.,

She had tenthousand dresses in her wardrobe and, at
her command, a kingdom on which the un never set—al
now valueless. She had fived 70 years and ruled 44 years.
But, somehow, she never had time for Christ in her lfe.

In contrast Queen Victoria, on her deathbed, called
for her beloved hymn fo be sung: “Rock of Ages, cleft
for me, Let me hide myself in Thee.” “It is enough,”
she said, “| am still with Him and will see Him at the
resurrection!” She had lived 82 years and ruled 63 years;
yet, amid all her activities, each day anew, she made Christ
her personal Saviour,

The two most important queens in British history—
yet how differently did each of ther lives end!

Some time ago, a businessman was seated at his
dinner table reading aloud a letter he had just received

 from afriend. He read: “And 5o his iiness grew suddenly

worse unilthe doctors admitted thatthey could do nothing

_ for him. A few weeks later he died.” Then—

“Daddy, what does ‘die’ mean?" asked his Itle gir,
looking up from her plate. Everyong at the table said noth-
ing. They could think of nothing to say. Yet few subjects
are more clearly explained in the Bible.
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The ancient Christians of Rome, S0 heavily perse-
cuted for their faith, would gather about their loved ones
In the catacombs as they were dying, and sing, “Good
night, beloved, sleep and take your rest. Lay down your
head upon the Saviour's breast.

When dgath comes, some are ready, and some are
not. This chapter wil give you information you need to
know. f will help you get ready

WHAT IS MORTAL AND IMMORTAL?

Men wish they could live forever, but they are
mortal. The word means “subject to death, destined to
die.” In contrast, the word, “immortal” means “not mor-
tal; exemptfrom fiabilty to die; imperishable; everlasting”
(Webster's New Internationl Dictionry).

Did God plan that sinless man, created inthe image
of God, Should die? All will agreg that He did not.

God made man fo live.

However, our Greator did not purpose that man should
ive f he sinngd. This is how it was explained to Adam:

“0fthe treg of the knowledge of good and evil thou
shalt not eat of it for in the day that thou eatest thereof
thou shat surely die."—Genesis 2:17.

The Hebrew originalreads “dying thou shalt ie.” This
means the day you eat it you will begin o die; and, after
a time, you will be entirely dead. The sentence of death
Would be pronounced the day that man sinned, and the
process of dying would immediately begin

Denying this definite statement of God's, Satan fold

)

Eve, “Ye shall not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). But Christ
said the devil was a liar (John 6:44).

Eve believed the words of Satan because they
seemed more pleasant than the words of God. Men and
women are still doing that,

The evening of the day that our frst parents chose
to sin, God told them, “Dust thou art, and unto dust shal
thou return” (Genesis 3:19).

However, there was another tre¢ in the garden, the
fruit of which would extend ife, f one continued to eat of .
This was the Tree of Life. But Adam and Eve were told that
they would have to eave the Garden of Eden; for they could
0 longer be permitted to eat of the fife-Sustaining tree.

WHO HAS IMMORTALITY?

Mark this in your mind: The Bible teaches that God
clgarly said that sinners would not live forever, Even
though it may be taught from a thousand pulpits, and
printed in many books, the Bible says sinners will not
ive forever,

50, from what we have leamed already, man was
created with the possibility of immortality, on condition

" thathe meetthe test of obedience. But he was not created

With inherent immortality, He was “subject to death” i
he sinned, and was therefore “mortal.” There are no
immortal sinners and never will be, regardless of what
anyone tells you,

About man, the Bible says, “Shall mortal man be
morg just than God?" (Job 4:17)
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About God, the good Book Says, “Who only hath
immortality” (1 Timothy 6:16).

In other words, God is immortal and man is mortal,
Infact, the word “immartal”is found but once in the Bible
and is applied to God:

“Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisiole, the
only wise God, be honour and glory forever and ever'—1
Timothy 1:17

Man does not have innate (inherent) immortality
Thetheory ofthe naturalimmortalty of the Soul originated
In paganism, and was adopted info the Christian church
by the apostate church in the Dark Ages. Martin Luther
sald it was one of the “monstrous fables that form part
ofthe Roman dunghill of decretals” (quoted'in . Petavel,
The Problem of Immortality, p. 255). Commenting on the
words of Solomon in Ecclesiastes 9:5-6, that the dead
know not anything, the Reformer wrote;

*[This is] another place proving that the dead have
10... feeling. There is, sath he, no duty, no science, no
knowledge, no wisdom there. Solomon judgeth that the
ead are asleep, and feel nothing at al. For the dead le
there, accounting neither days nor years, but when they
are awaked, they shall seem to have slept scarce one
minute."—NMartin Luther, Exposition of Solomon’s Book
Called Ecclesiastes, p. 152,

The Bible clearly reveals the truth of the matter
Here are four facts it presents us with:

Wan only is mortal.

“Shall mortal man be more just than God?"—vob

41
!

God is immortal,

“Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible,'—

I Timothy 1:17.

Only God has immortaliy,

“Who only hath immortalty."—1 Timothy 6:16.

Wan must seek for immorfalily.

“To them who by patient continuance in well doing
seek for glory and honour and immortalty, eternal fe"—
Romans 2.7
WHO WILL RECEIVE IMMORTALITY?

The possibility of receiving immortality is only
nossible through the gospel; that s, through Christ

“Our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death
and hath brought Ife and immortalty to fight through the
qospel."=2 Timothy 1:10.

1t will not be given unil the Second Advent, and
only fo God's faithful followers.

“Behold, | show you a mystery. We shall not allsleep,
but we shall all be changed, in amoment, inthe twin Kiing
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shal
be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortalty.

S0 when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup-
tion, and this mortal shall have put on immortalty, then
shall be brought to pass the Saying that is written, Death
s swallowed up n victory. O death, where is thy sting? 0
grave, where is thy victory?"—1 Corinthians 19:1-62.

In view of these Bible facts, it is strange that some
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stillimagine that man has something immortal about him
Which not even God can destroy. This is stranger than
the King's scientists who were talked into believing that
10+5=10.

SOUL NOT SEPARATE
FROMTHE BODY

Man does not have a separate “living soul.” How-
ever, someone will say, “But man is a fiving soul, and
therefore cannot die.” Well what does the Bible say about
this? Here is the record:

“The Lord God formed man ofthe dust of the ground,
and breathed into i nostrils the breath of ffe: and man
became a living soul."—Genesis 2.7

First, God made Adam's body from the dust of the
ground. Any scientist will tell you that we consist of min-
erals o be found in the ground and in the air

Second, God breathed into Adam’s nostrils the breath
0fife. Here s no indication of any “immortal soul” being
putinto Adam. No suich “spirt Adam” ever existed. None
Was her created. God simply breathed into his nostris
the breath oflfe.

As a result,“man became a fiving soul."

Body + breath oflfe = a living Soul! Note carefully:
o did not breathe into Adam a iving Soul, but only the
Dreath of ffg. As a reult, the man became a fiving Soul,

By iseifan electric fight bulb gives no iht. But, when
electricity is sent nto s inner wiring, fight is produced.

Adam'’s body, lying on the ground, was useless until
God switched on the current of ife—and Adam became
a living, active, Iunctiuning6 living soul.

Only while the switch is on does man have fife
and a soul.
SOUL AND SPIRIT

The Hebrew and Greek words from which we
translate our English words, soul and spirit, are found
about 1,700 times in the Bible. Actually the word, soul,
a5 used in the Bible, does not always have exactly the
same meaning. The same holds trug of the word, spit.

But in not one of the 1,700 places is either soul or
spirit said to be immortal, never dying, imperighable, n-
destructible, everlasting, eternal, or having immortality.

Nor are the dead said to have a conscious exis-
tence apart from the body.

Did you know that, inthe Bible, animals also have “the
breath of fife" (Genesis 7:15)? This is because theyare
also living beings. In Genesis 7.22, margin, they are
said fo have “the breath of the spiritof life.” (Actually,
the words, “breath” and “spirit,” which come from
the same Hebrew word, are inferchangeable in many
passages. For example, James 2:26 has “the body
withoutthe spirtis dead.” Inthe margin, we find “breath”
instead: “The body without the breath is dead.” It the
breath which keeps the body alive. In Job 273, we read:
"Al the while my breath is in me, and the spirit of God
S in my nostrils.” The margin says t (the spirt) may be
translated “breath.” Just like us, an animal may have a
perfect body, but it may be perfectly dead. It also must
have the current of ffe switched on, in order to be aliv.

We arg told that animals also have life (Genesis
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1:30). The margin of that passage reads “a fiving soul”
instead of “(fe."

WE NEED ETERNAL LIFE!

When God breathed life into Adam, He was putting
lifg into the masterpiece of earthly creation, Our bodies
and minds are amazing! The palmist said:

"l will praise Thee; for | am fearfully and wonderfully
made; marvelous are Thy works."—Psalm 139:14,

Indegd, we are even told that we are not far below
the angels!

“Whatis man, that Thou art mindful of him? and the
s0n of man, that Thou visitest him? For Thou hast made
him 4 lite lower than the angels, and hast crowned him
With lory and honour,"—Psalm 8:4-5,

Yet man is nothing without fife. What he needs is
eternal ffe

We can only have life—life that lasts forever—
through a connection with Jesus Christ! Her is what
the Bible teaches about this:

"Hethat believeth onthe Son of God hath the witness
In himseff; he that believeth not God hath made Him a
i, because he believeth not the record that God gave
0f His Son.

‘And this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal lfe, and this [ife is in His Son. He that hath the
Son hath ife: and he that hath not the Son of God hath
not ife."—1 John 5:11-12,

"For God 3o loved the world, that He gave His only
Degoten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not

§

nerish, but have evertasting lfe."—John 3:16.

Only Jesus “hath brought ffe and immortalty to ight
through the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10).

We can conclude that man does not, by nafure,
possess an immortal soul, ttakes the body and the spiit
(or breath) of ife together to make a ing soul,

Christ came to save allthere is of man. For this to be
done we must et Him sanctify all there is of us.

In order to possess immortalty, man must acquire
it and, since immortality is an atribute of God, it can be
obtained by man only as a gift from the One who pos-
sessgs it This is why Paul declared that the qift of God
s eternal lfe through Jesus Christ our Lord.

“Who wil render to every man according to his
deeds: to them who by patient continuance in well doing
seek for glory and honour and immortalty, eternal ife.'—
Romans 2.6-7,

Itis the way of the cross which leads to immortality

Christ gave us the promise:

“Be thou faithful unto death, and | wil give thee a
rown of life."—Revelation 2:10.

He als0 said:

“For whosoever wil save his fife shall lose f: and
whosoever will lose his fife for My sake shall find it —
Matthew 16:25,

That is a sentence worth tinking about a long time,

Christ i telling us, “You cannot have lifg, unless
you come fo Me." “Please come,” He Says, “l am walt
ing!" Submission and willng obedience to God's will is

the only road to holingss, heaven, and immortalty.
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THE JOURNEY TO DEATH

What happens when a man dies? We want to find
out. Only the Bible can tell us the truth of the matter,

Dr. Alexander Bogomoletz was a Russian scientist
Who believed he could devise & serum which would retard
the aging of the body's conngctive tissues. This Scientist
Was determined to extend human Ife to 150 years,

He called his chemical solution ACS, or “anti-retcular
cytotoxic serum.” But the doctor died at the age of 64, or
86 years short of the mark. His heart gave out when he
took his own serum.

—However, whether a man(ives to be 70 or 170, he
5 still short of what God originally planned for him: a ife
that measures with the fife of God, a lfe that continues
0n foreve!

And this s stilin God's plan! But it is only for those
Who acoept Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and humbly,
obediently, ve their ives as trughearted followers of the
Lamb of God.

-~ Yet, because of sin, ‘it is appointed unto men once
to die” (Hebrews 9:27). That death is the death we all
experience. Most men will die twice: Christians, bt onge.

The unsaved of earth willdie twice. The first death
Which s the common lot of &l men, is temporary. The
second death, which will be experienced only by the
Wicked, will be eternal, The gospel of Christ does not
save men from the irst death; butt emphatically promises
that the righteous “shall not be hurt of the second death,
for over them it shall have “no power.” See Revelation

2:11;20:6.More on that second death in the next chapter
10

According to & recent U.S. Census Bureau Report,
55.5 millon peaple die every year; 6,300 die every month;
and 105 every minute.

“There is no man that hath power over the spirt
to retain the spirt. neither hath he power in the day of
Geath."'—Ecclesiastes 6:6.

One man has described the journey of life;

“Ten thousand human beings set forth together
on their journey. After ten years, at least a third have
disappeared.

At the midpoint of the usual measure of lfe, but half
are still on the road.

“Faster and faster the ranks grow thinner. Nearly all
that remained until now grow weary and lie down to rise
10 More,

“At ninety these have been reduced to a handful of
trembling patriarchs. . . One lingers, perhaps, a lonely
marvelfillthe century is over, We look again and the work
of death s finished. "—Burgess

“One dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease
and quiet. . . Another dieth in the bitterness of his soul
(Job 21:23, 25). Death's sharpest impact comes to those
with plenty, yet who are Unprepared.

"How shocking must thy summans be, 0 Death, To
him that s at ease in his possessions; Who counting on
long years of pleasure here, Is quite unfurnished for that
world to come!” —Robert Blair, “The Grave”

WHAT HAPPENS AT DEATH?
In the beginning—
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“The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of fife; and man
became a iving soul.’'—Genesis 2:7.

When man was created, his body was first formed
of dust. Then God breathed the breath of life into him
and man became “a living soul.” It is the combination
of the two (dust and the breath of Ife) that makes man a
“lving soul.” He does not have a soul that is separate
from his body! Only while the breath of ffe s in him, does
man have life and a living soul.

When the breath of life is removed at his death, he
c6ases to be a iving soul. He ceases to be alive. Man does
not have a separate “spirt,” nor does he have immortaly

While he is alive:

Body + breath of ffe = a living soul

When a man ds:

Body - (minus) breath of life = a dead body
God did not breathe into Adam a fving Soul, but only the
Dreath of e, As  resut, the man became a liing Soul. At
death, the breath of lfe departed; and there was nothing
left but & dead person, who is then buried.

Sowe se that, at death, the opposite of the creafive
process occurs. First “his breath goeth forth” (Psalm
146:4). This Is because, as Job explaingd, “The breath
of the Almighty hath given me [ife” (Job 33:4).

And again, “The spirt of God is in my nostrils” (Job
27:3).

This is the “spirt oflfe” which God gives to all men;
which, at death, is removed from him. “The spirit shal

retum unto God who gave it" (Ecclesiastes 12:7),
12

“His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; n
that very day his thoughts perish,'—Psalm 146:4,

(The Hebrew word for “breath” and “spiit" is the
same.)

Here i the complete equation in the Bible (when
man s given e, and while he has i)

“The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrls the breath of ife; and man
became a living soul."—Genesis 2:7.

Body + breath of life = a living soul

When a man dies, and no longer has ffe;

“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirt shall return unto God who gave it"— Ec-
Clesiastes 12:7.

Body - (minus) breath of life = a dead body
Here is an illustration which will help explain this:

A boy takes six wooden boards, and nails them
together,

The resutis a box.

Boards + nails = hox

Then he removes the nails from the wood, and there
1$ 10 MOr box,

Boards - (minus) nails = no box

The box came from the combination of the boards
and the nails. When separated, there is no more box, It
did not go anywhere; it just ceased to be a box.

Now for a second illustration:

Here is a candle. It stands ready to give light, but
it has no light of its own, We strike a match and light the

wick. Then we have a lighted candle. Blow on the flame
13



of the candle and it goes out. Where did it go? Out—that
S all. And with the passing of the flame, the fight also
(06s out,

Manis ke that candle. It takes diving energy o light
him—to impart life to him. God strikes the match and
manis living soul. Intelligence shines out of that human
Deing. But when the lfe is snuffed out of that man, the
light goes out. The living soul dies. Intelligence can no
more be a part of that dead man than can the extinguished
flame be & part of the candle. Like the flame, the soul, or
fe, has gong out. The human organization disintegrates
In death.

Death is an enemy. It robs us of ffe. But death will
not reign in this old world forever. Someday its power
Will be broken, and ittoo will be destroyed, never again
to haunt the footsteps of a people redeemed from the
grave and fivin with Christ forever,

In God's blessed tomorrow we shall be reunited with
loved ones “whom we have loved .. and lost awhile," We
are looking forward to that!

WHERE DOES A MAN GO AT DEATH?

At death, a man goes fo the grave and remaing
there.

“What man is he that iveth, and shall not see eath?
shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave?"—
Psalm 89:48.

"For [ know that Thou wit bring me to death, and to
the house appointed for all iving."—dob 30:23,

'All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn

14

to dust again.'—Ecclesiastes 3:20.

HOW MUCH DOES HE KNOW
AFTERDEATH?

A lawyer once told a judge that he had eight
reasons why his client was not present in court, Then,
starting to enumerate them all, he said the first was that
his client was dead. Immediately, the judge interrupted
him and said he did not need to mention the others, as
his first reason was sufficient,

At death, a man’s thoughts cease.

“Put not your trust in princes, nor In the son of
man, in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth,
he refurneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts
nerish."—Psalm 146.3-4.

“For the living know that they shall die; but the
dead know not any thing,'—Ecclesiastes 9.9,

“Forin death there is no remembrance of Thee,"—
Psalm 6:,

“His sons come to honour, and he knoweth it not;
and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of
them."—Job 14:21.

“If [ watt, the grave is mine house; | have made my
bed in the darkness."—Job 17:13.

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might; for there s no work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.’— Eccle-
siastes 9:10.

What of the feelings and emotions? Do they also
cease at death? —All a person’s thought processes

end at death!
15



‘Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is
now perished.'—Ecclesiastes 96,

The Scripture s plain. When death comes, all think-
ing and feeling end. —If they do not, then the Bible is
false and unreliable. Thinking and feeling did not exist
before God breathed lfe into man, and they stop entirely
when the man dies. When the electric current is turned
off, the bulb is there, but the light is gone.

There is no probationary opportunity to accept
Christ after the grave, for all thought and action has
ceased. If we are to be saved, it must be done during
these present probationary hours. None of us can know
how Soon we might have an accident and sudden death.

WHERE THE ERROR CAME FROM

Who started the theory of natural immortality?

Who started this peculiar error that man has an
immortal soul and lives forever? It began in ancient
Eqypt, and spread throughout the world, The Eqyptians
believed that man lives forever after death, The Hindus,
In India, added to that yet another error—that man has
lived forever both before and after he lives here on earth.
That 1s the theory of reincaration.

But the belief in natural, or innate, immortality
actually started with Satan in the Garden of Eden. God
had said, “Thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:17). The
devil said, “Ye shall not surely die” (Genesis 3:4).

Gountless millions five in fear and religious tyranny
because of the devif's lig, that there is continuing lfe—
and even endless suffering—after death. (More on this
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inthe next chapter)

But the Bible teaches that, after man sinned, God
removed him from the tree of life, lest he live forever
(Genesis 3:22-23). God did not purpose to have ever-
lasting sinners.

WHAT IS DEATH LIKE?

Itis like a sound sleep. There is no consciousness,
for the brain s totally gone. When David is resurrected, it
will seem but the next instant after he died: “the twinkling
of the eye," as it were.

In the Bible, it is significant that death is called
“sleep” 54 times. Paul said this about death

“But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not,
even as others which have no hope.'—1 Thessalonians
4:13 (also 1 Corinthians 15:17-22)

The Bible is very certain about this matter. “The dead
know not any thing” (Ecclesiastes 9:9).

The prophet Daniel wrote; “Many of them that sleep
inthe dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting
ife, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
Danigl 12:2.

Jesus described death in very clear words:

“Our friend Lazarus sleepeth: but | go, that | may
awake him out of sleep. Then said His disciples, Lord,
if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his
death: but they thought that He had spoken of taking of
rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus
s dead."—John 11:11-14,
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Thomas Gray, in his well-known poem “Elegy Wiritten
ina Country Churchyard," wrote this

“The boast of heraldry, the pomp of power, And
all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave, Awatt alike the
Inevitable hour: The paths of glory lead but o the grave.

“Can storied urn or animated bust, Back to fts man-
sion call the flegting breath? Can Honor's voice provoke
the silent dust, Or Flattery soothe the dull cold ear of
Death?”

THERE IS HOPE
BEYOND THE GRAVE

|5 there hope beyond the grave? Yes, there is! for
the faithful who, during this life loved God and served
Him!

The promise is qiven us in the Old Testament

‘I willrangom them from the power of the grave; | wil
redem them from death: O death, | will be thy plagues: 0
(rave, | wil be thy destruction.'—Hosea 13:14.
~ Two prominent men were avowed skeptics. One

was the eminent Gilbert West; the other was Lord Lyttel-
ton, the famous English statesman. The two men agreed
that Christianity should be destroyed. But they deciced

that, in orderto do , they must disprove His resurrection.

f Christ was not raised from the dead, they said, He could
not later raise anyong else from the grave.
The two men divided the task between them. At a
much later time, they once again met to compare notes.
Both had been confronted with the indisputable facts
about the resurrection. Each one confessed that a re20

markable change had occurred in his own lfe as a result
18

of having, through his study, met the risen Christ—and
each had become a confirmed Christian!

THE TRUTH OF THE RESURRECTION

The error that the righteous dead go to heaven when
they die, undermings—and destroys—the great truth of
the resurrection!

Butthe clear teaching of the Bible s that there will
be a resurrection, It is as certain as the fact that Christ
has already risen from the dead.

“If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet n
your sins, Then they also which are fallen aslegp in Chrit
are perished. ffinthis ffe only we have hope in Christ, we
are of all men most miserable,

“But now s Christ risen from the dead, and become
the firstiruits of them that slept.

“For since by man came death, by man came also
the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all di, even
80 in Christ shall all be made alive.

“But every man in his own order, Christthe frstfruts;
afterward they that are Christ's at His coming."—1 Cor-
inthians 15:17-23,

Christ is the source of life. 1f we have Christ, we
have the promise of life! There may be an interruption
for a time in the silence of the grave; but, afterward, we
will have the joyful reunion with Him forever,

Because Christ was raised from the dead, just so
surely His faithful ones will one day soon, af Christ's
Second Advent, come forth o an eternal, glorious life.

Paul said that “Christ" was “the firstfruits of them
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that slept” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Elsewhers he said,
‘Afterward they that are Christ's at His coming” (verse 23).

“For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven
With a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shallrise first,

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
Up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air; and o shall we ever be with the Lord.

“Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
—1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.

This is why the resurrection from the dgad is the
real hope of those who “sorrow not, even as others”
(verse 13).

But, In addtion, the Apostle Paul made it clear that
Christians who live to see the Second Coming of Christ
Will go to heaven “together with” the resurrected
righteous.

They wil “not prevent [Old English for “go before]
them which are asleep” (verse 15).

Those who have already died will not reach heav-
en before those who live to see Christ return for His
faithiul ones.

"God having provided some better thing for us, that -

they without us should not be made perfect.'—Hebrews
1:40,

Paul said he would receive his reward at Christ's
Second Advent, and not before,

“Henceforth there is faid up for me a crown of righ-
teousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give

me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
2

that love His appearing.’'—2 Timothy 4.

Peter declared that a thousand years after David's
death, he still was not yet in heaven (Acts 2:29, 34).

Paul goes so far as to say that if e dead do not ise,
then those who have died believing in Christ are perished;
and that is the end of tall (1 Corinthians 19:16-16). How
thankful we can be that, for God's faithful ones, death
will not be the end of it all!

THE TIME TO RECEIVE
IMMORTALITY

Christ paid the ransom price, by His death on the
cross, S0 His faithful followers could be redeemed from
the grave.

“I will ansom them from the power of the grave; [ il
redgem them from death: O death, | will be thy plagues; 0
grave, | will be thy destruction."—Hosea 13:74,

At Christ's return, all His redeemed ones will, for
the first time, receive immortality, and will forever
keep it!

“Behold, | show you a mystery. We shall not all seep,
but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortalty.

50 when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup-
tion, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that s written, Death
is swallowed up in victory,'—1 Corinthians 19:51-04,

“Blessed rest for the weary righteous! Time, be It
)



long or short, is but a moment to them. They sleep: they
are awakened by the trump of God to a glorious immor-
tality,'—Great Controversy, 550,

What will God's faithful ones look like when, af
Christ’s coming, they will become immortal?

Speaking of Christ and His Second Coming, Paul
finishes with these words:

“For our conversation is in heaven: from whence also
We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Wha shall
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto
His glorious body, according to the working whereby He
1S able even to subdue all things unto Himsetf,"— Phi-
lippians 3:20-21,

“Whosoever believeth” on Christ wil have “ever-
lasting Ife” (John 3:16). Everlasting Ife is a it of God
to believers. “ am the way, the truth, and the Iife,” said
Jesus (John 14:6). ttis those who follow Him who shall
ive eternally

"My sheep hear My voice, and | know them, and they
follow Me. And | give unto them eternal lfe; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My
hand."'—John 10:27-28,

HOW SHOULD WE PREPARE?

What must we do now in order o receive this
eternal life?

We must humbly, obediently, follow the Lamb, W
must partake of Christ, as we study His Word and put
into our lives. Through His enabling grace, e must daily
become more and more fike Him.

)

“Verly, verlly, | say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh
of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no Ifg i
you. Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath
eternal ife; and | will rise him up at the [ast day."— Jofn
6:53-04. (Read verses 47-59.)

“And this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal fife, and this Ife is in His Son. He that hath the
Son hath ife; and he that hath not the Son of God hath
not ffe, These things have | written unto you that believe
onthe name of the Son of God: that ye may know that ye
have eternal Ife, and that ye may believe on the name of
the Son of God.'—1 John §:17-13,

“He that heareth My Word, and believeth on Him that
sent Me, hath everlasting Ife, and shall not come Into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto Ife."'—
John §:24,

Aninscription on a cryptin Allegheny Observatory,
University of Pittsburgh, reads:

“We have loved the stars too fondly to be fearful of
the night.” If we have seen Jesus, the Light of the world,
the Bright and Morning Star, we need never be fearful of
the night of death which is ahead of so many of us.

One day when Michael Faraday, the great scientis,
entered his laboratory, he found that one of his workmen
had accidently dropped a lite, highly valued silver cup

~into a strong acid bath. Within a short ime it had totally

dissolved.
Faraday cast in another acid—and soon all of the
siver preciptated in the form of a shapeless mass. In

a few days it came back from the silversmith & more
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beautiful cup than before.

Soitis at death. The bodies of Christ’s faithful ones
molder into dust and nothing more can be found of them.
But when He shall return,—He will restore to each one
a more beautitul body—one which is immortal,

The voice of Jesus, sounding as clear as a trumpet,
will, at His Second Coming, open the tomb of every saint;
and with the righteous fiving they will be rewarded together
with eternal life with Christ,

‘Atthe sounding of the trumpet, when the saints are
gathered home, We will greet each other by the crystal
sea; When the Lord Himself from heaven to His glory
bids them come, What a gathering of the faithful that wil
De!" What a gathering of the faithful that will be! It will be
qreater than any church service you have ever attenced

O, my friend, we must be faithful now, 5o we can
be there at that time!

“Letus sing a song that will cheer us by the way, In
a Ittle while we're going home; For the night will end in
the everlasting day, In a litle while we're going home.”

MY COMMITMENT
O, my Father in heaven, unless Jesus comes while

| am stil alive, | am going to die someday. Please, Father,

help me to cling daily to Jesus, so | can be raised from
the grave to eternal ife! | want to live with Jesus forever
In heaven! Please, Father, help me daily to war others to
prepare 50 they too will be ready! In Jesus' name | ask
it, Amen.

A

The Final Death
of the Wiched
What tfe Bible Says about Hell

In a publication of “religious instruction” for chil-
dren, published  number of years ago, is found the
following word picture of hell and its tortures:

“Look nto this pison. Inthe midle of it there s a boy,
a young man. He is slent, despair is on him. He stands
straight up. His eyes are burning ike two burning coals
Tiwo long flames come out of his ears. His breathing is
dificutt, Sometimes he opens his mouth and a breath of
blazing fire rolls out of .

“But listen! There is a sound just ike that of  kettle
Doilng,Is it really a kette which is boiing? Noj then what
s t? Here is what it is:

“The blood is boiling in the scalded veins ofthat boy,
The brainis boling and bubbling in his head. The marrow
s boiling in his bones! Ask him, put the question to him
why is he thus tormented? His answer is that, when he
was alive, hs blood boiled to do very wicked things, and
he dic them. And it was for that he wentto dancing-fous-
es, public-houses, and theaters.

“Ask him. does he think the punishment greater than
he deserves? ‘o, he says, my punishmentis not reater
than | deserve; it s just. | knew it not 5o while on earth,

"~ but know now that tis ust. There is a just and a errible

God. He s terrible to sinners in hell—but He s ]ust!”—'\/.
Furniss, “The Sight of el in Tracts for Spirtal Reading,

Sec. 27, . 20.
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At the front of the above booklet, an important
churchman wrote that this was good reading for chil-
dren!

"I have carefully read over this Little Volume for
Children and have found nothing whatver in it contrary
tothe doctrnes of Holy Faith; but, on the contrary, a great
(galto charm, instruct and ey our youthful classes, for
Whose benefit it has been witen.—Willam Meagher
Vicar General, Dublin, Ireland, December 14, 1855,

Iis tragic that such information s givento children
to read, when it is just not true! It portrays God as an
evil beast that everyone should want to run away from,
When, n fact, He s our kind, loving heaveny Father, Yes,
there wil be hellfire Someday,—but it wil only be for
an exiremely short period of fime—and then those who
are lost will mercifully no longer exist—forever, in this
chapter, we are oing {0 prove this to you from God's
Inspired book, the Bible,

There is a time coming when God will do “His
Work, His strange work; and bring to pass His act His
strange act” ([saiah 26:21). It will indegd be a strange
act for the Ong who died to save all of mankind, ft il

De & strange actfor One who prayed while they cruciied -

Him, “Father forgive them; for they know not what they
00" (Luke 23:34),

It atragedy that millions of people have become

unbelievers and skeptics, because they accepted the
error that God will burn people forever! Many have been
(riven to insanity by the harrowing thought of unsaved

loved ongs inthe never-gnding torments of a burning hell,
26

Yes, it is indged tragic! Men and women are simply not
able to reconcile this false teaching of eternal torment
with the wonderful truth of God's deep love for mankind.

The brillan attorney Robert Ingersollis an example of
one who would not have become a leading infidel— had
it not been for a misunderstanding of the truth abou the
final punishment of the wicked!

When he was a child, Robert's father told him that
there were infants in hell not longer than a span n length,
who were destined to burn throughout eternity.

Young Robert thought, “If that is what God does,
want nothing to do with Him!" His logical mind correcty
recognized that etermal punishment for the sing of & brief
ifetime on earth would not be Just.

THE TRUTH ABOUT
THE THREE WORDS FOR “HELL"

In the Bible, our English word, “hell,” has three
meanings:

1+ Qur English word, “hell," is sometimes translat-
ed from the Hebrew word for the “grave.” The Hebrew
word frequently used for “grave” is sheol. Ong example
would be Psalm 16:10, where sheol (‘grave’) has begn
translated as “hell.” “For Thou wit not leave My soul n
hel: neither wilt Thou suffer Thing Holy One to seg cor-
ruption.'—Psalm 16:10.

The above text is quoted by Peter in Acts 2:27,
where the Greek word for “grave” (hades) is used. But,
unfortunately,itis incorrecty translated as “hell.” Then, n
verse 31, Peter explaing that Psalm 16:70 was & prophecy

about Christ!
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“He seging this before Spake of the resurrection of
Christ, that His soul was not left in hell, neither His flesh
dicseg corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, wheref
We all are witnesses.'—Acts 2:31-32.

Of course, we know that Christ was not burning in
nell! Inreality, Christ went nto the rave at His death after
His crucfixion. But He was not left in the grave, but was
raised from the dead early on the third day.

The word, hades, is used eleven times in the New
Testament. In 7 Corinthians 15:55 tis ranslated “grave.
But elsewhere itis translated “hell," signifying the grave
or “state in the grave.”

2 - Hell correctly signifies a “place of burning,” In
the New Testament the word is gehenna, o the “Valley
of Hinnom." This was a deep, narrow glen south of J-
rusalem, which was used as a garbage dump, where the
bodies of dead animals and ity refuse were cast,

What the fire did not destroy, the worms consumed.

[twas thus atype of complete annihilation. Gehenna,
the place of burning, is used twelve times, and is always
translated “hell."

3 - In one place, the Greek word for “a place of

darkness” s translated as “hell.’ “God spared notthe -

angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and de-
ivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
ludgment."'—2 Peter 2:4

The Gregk word here is artaroo (derived from farfa-
1uS), not gehenna or hades. The above text pictures it ag
a place of darkness, which describes the darkness sur-

rounding Satan and his angels when they were separated
28

from God and heaven, Wherever Satan and his followers
are, a dark cloud of evil and misery surrounds them.

WHERE DO ALL MEN GO AT DEATH?

All men go to the grave at death; that is, to hades
or sheol. Job said:

“For | know that Thou wilt bring me to death, and to
the house appointed for alliving.'—Job 30:23,

This house of death is the grave. If | wat, the rave
5 ming house” (Job 17:13).

The grave is an impartial one; for everyone goes
there af death. “There is one event to the righteous, and
to the wicked” (Ecclesiastes 9:2).

“What man is he that fiveth, and shall not seg death?
Shall he defiver his soul from the hand of the grave?"—
Psalm 69:46.

The rich and the poor, the high and the low, the
righteous and the wicked ll go to that place, the grave.

"All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and allturn
to dust again."—Ecclesiastes 3:20.

e, death is an enemy (7 Cornthians 15.26), and
the grave is not a comforting thought —but we can thank
God that there is hope beyond the grave!

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirt, that they may rest from
their labours: and their works do follow them."—Reve-
lation 14:13,

And we can also rejoice that the wicked (and ev-
eryone else) slumbers in silence in the grave, rather
than screaming in forture and agony. There is no pain

in the grave.
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WHEN WILL THE RIGHTEOUS DEAD
COME OUT OF THEIR GRAVES?

God's faithful ones will come out of their graves af
the Second Coming of Christ: at the sound of the “last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible” (1 Corinthians 15:52)

"For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air. and s shall we ever be with the Lord.

“Wherefore comfort one another with these
words,"—1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.

Christ promised His faithful ones that He would
one day return for them.

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
Delieve also in Me. In My Father's house are many man-
sions: if it were not s, | would have told you. | go to
prepare a place for you.

‘Andif go and prepare  place for you, | will come
again, and receive you unto Myself: that where | am, there
e may be also."—Jon 14:1-3,

This promise will soon be fulflled! At the sound of
the “rump of God," the saints who have slept n silence,
unconscious of the passing of time, will suddenly be
awakened. Some have slumbered for thousands of years;
others only for a brief rest in the grave. But, to al, the time
Will seem the same—as in a moment, or “the twinkling

of an eye." They will come forth with faces glowing with
30

joy, health, and immortality—and will go with Christ t
heaven.

WHEN WILL THE WICKED DEAD
COME OUT OF THEIR GRAVES?

Paul tells us that there will be “a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and the unjust” (Acts 24:15).

Other passages of Scripture confirm thi:

“Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shal
awake, some to everlasting ife, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt,"—Danigl 12:2.

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice and
shall come forth; they that have dong good, unto the
resurrection of ffe: and they that have done evi, unto the
resurrection of damnation."—Jofn &:26-29,

The righteous are raised at the Second Advent of
Christ. But the wicked are not raised until one thousand
years later.

“The rest of the dead lived not again unti the thousand
years were finished.'—Revelation 20:5.

This thousand years, or “millennium” as it is called,
will be discussed in much greater detail ater in this book.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN
TO THE WICKED?

Soon after the wicked are resurrected, they togeth-

~erwith the devil, his evil angels, death, and the grave,

will be cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20 10-1).
This is the gehenna, the actual burning hel,
The Apostle Peter declared:
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“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly ot of
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of
Judgment to be punished.'—2 Peter 2:9.

He also said that the earth itself is “reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment” (2 Peter 3:7), and that
‘the elements shall melt with fervent heat” (verse 10).

John explains that fire wil come down from God out
of heaven and devour the wicked, along with the devi, !

eath, and the grave, in a “lake of fire.” This is called the
‘second death” (Revelation 20:9-14)

WHERE WILL THIS FIRE OCCUR?

It is important that we understand that this fire
occurs on the surface of the earth, not somewhere
beneath it!

'As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in
the fire; so shall it be i the end of this world.'—Matthew
13:40.

“Whose fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly
purge His floor, and gather His wheat into the garner: but
He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire,'—NMat-
thew 3:12.

“These both were cast alivenfoa lake of firebuming

with brimstone."—Revelation 19:20
“And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire,

This is the second death. And whosoever was not

found written in the book of ife was cast into the lake of
fire.'—Revelation 20: 14-15,

“Fire came down from God out of heaven, and de-
voured them.'—Revelation 20:9.
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God has promised that He will bring Satan to ash-
6s upon the earth (Ezekiel 26:16)—not underground
somewnere.

This firg on the surface of the earth will end in
death, not eternal lif.

“Butthe fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable,
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and il liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burnth with fire and brimstong: which is the second
(eath,"—Revelation 218,

“He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second
(eath."—Revelation 2:11.

This fact, that hell will burn on the surface of the
earth, provides yet another proof that there could be
0 burning hell now. It must be yet future—for it is not
oW burning anywhere in our world.

Since the wicked perish in this burning gehenna and
the earth itself becomes a molten lake of fire, we can more
clearly understand the Bible statement, that the wicked wil
be “recompensed” here on the earth (Proverbs 11:31)
and that they shall be “brought forth” from the grave to
this “day of wrath” (Job 21:30).

Jesus Himself said that “the tares are the children of
the wicked one,” and “as therefore the tares are gathered
and burned in the fire; S0 shall it be in the end of the world”
(Matthew 13.38, 40).

All of these passages provide ample evidence that
the fiery end to the wicked, this fiery hell, is yet future. At
the present time, not one person is burning in hell,

Second, this fact also shows that the burning hell
3



cannot ast very long—because the promise has been
given to God's faithful ones that they will inhert the
earth! But they wil never be able 0 inhertt t—if the sti
fing smoke and fire of hell were to confinue here forever

‘Blessed are the meek: for they shall inhert the
oarth"—atthew 55, (See also Psalm 37:11,29: Isaieh
65:17-25)

“Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in
the Kingdom of thelr Father"—Matthew 13:43.

“But the saints of the Most High shall take the
Kingdom, and possess te Kingdom forever, even forever
and ever. .

“nd the kingdom and dominion and the greatness
ofthe kingdom under he whole Peaven, shall be givento
the people ofthe saits of the Most High, whose kingdorn
o an everlasting kingdom.'—Danie 1:18,21.

The fire il b onthe surface of the earth, athough
not for very long. Then i il end.

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE
THAT THIS FIRE IS YET FUTURE
Inalater chapter, we wil discuss the future millenni-
. atthe end of which the wicked will be raised from thelr
graves and be purned up. Here are two other passages
which show that tis helfie is yetfuture

“The harvestis the end ofthe worl; and the reapers
are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathered and
ourmed inthe fire; o shal tbenhe end ofthis world.'—

Matthew 13:39-40.
0o shal it be atthe end of the world: te angels shall

come forth, and sever the 3w4icked from among the Just,

and shall cast them into the furnace of fire,"—
ol —Matthew

HOW MUCH OF MAN
WILLBE CASTINTO THIS FIRE?

- This is the gehenna, the final end of the unrepen-
| The Bible teaches that the entire bodies of the
wicked will be consumed in it

Jesus warned us nine times about the “burning”
Qelli thetge{le:na fire. Here are two of them. They make
it clear that the whole man—soul and body—wi
cast into hellfire. .

| “Fear not them which killthe body, but are not able to
killthe soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy
both soul and body in hell"—Matthew 10.26,

“Ifthy hand or thy foot offend theg, cut them off, and
cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter intb e
halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet
{0 begastinto everlasting fire. And ifthine eye offend thee
pluck||t out, and cast it from thee: 1t s better for theg té
enter into [ife with one eye, rather than having two eyes
to be cast into helfire,'—Matthew 16:6-9.

We have earlier learned that, at death, the entire
person goes into the grave,—and there is no fire in
the grave! All this adds to the evidence that the burning
hell s yet future,

WHO IS THE FIRE FOR?

This fire was not intended for people; but it is
intended for the devil and his angels. Howe;ler, those
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who choose Satan as their leader willalso be destroyed
with him in that fire.

“Then shall He say also unto them on the et hand,
Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for he devil and his angels.—Matinew 2541,

atan is the root: his followers are the branches. Al
will aike perish.

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn s an
oven: and alhe proud, yea, and all hat do wickedly, shall
be stubble: and the day that cometh shall bun them up,
caiththe Lord of hosts, that it shal leave them neither root

nor branch.'—NMalachi 4:1.
HOW LONG DOES THIS FIRE LAST?

The meaning of everlasting and eternal—This fire
of the future is called “everlasting,” or eternal, “These
shall go away info everlasting punishment” (Matthew
25:46). Itis @ punishment which will end when the fire
goes out, but the consequences are everlasting. The
wicked receive a punishment which is “averlasting’
in its effects.

The question may be asked: I whatever is cast into
this fire is completely consumed, why would the fire
always be kept burning? The answer s that it will not.

Sodom and Gomorrah are examples of howtis kind
ofire works. The Bible says they were totally “Gestroyed”
long ago (Luke 17:25; Genesis 19:29). But Jude says
they were burned up by “eternal fire.” “Even as Sodom
and Gomorrha, and the cies about them In like manner,
giving themselves over 10 forication, and going after

36

strange flesh, re set forth for an example, suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire,'—ude 7.

We know where those two cities were located: and
although they were burned with “eternal fire,” they aré
not burning today. They received fire with eternal effects.

Peter explains how the fire affected those two cities:

‘And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomarrha into
zshes contliemned tIhem with an overthrow, making them

nensampl unto those that | -
i after should live ungodly,'—2

Sp those two cities received “eternal fire” which
after it ended, left only “ashes.” Elsewhere, we are tol&
that they were quickly destroyed (‘overthrown as in a
moment”; Lamentations 4:6).

The meaning of unquenchable—This is fire which
ervours 80 thoroughly, that it cannot be put out until
|t has completed its work. For this reason, it is called

unquenchable”; that is, it cannot be quenched or put
out until i s finished. But when the wicked—including
Sataq—are totaly destroyed, then the fire will go out
| "He will .. gather His wheat into the gamer: but He
gvlljlzbumupthechaﬁwithunquenchablefire.”—Matmew

HereisaBibIeexamplewhichshowsthat“unquench-
able fire” does not last forever:

Because of continued Sabbath desecration by the
Jeyvs, God threatened the destruction of Jerusalem by
2 hreT :]h?tff‘slnlall not be quenched” (Jeremiah 17.27).

at fire fater occurred (2 Chronicles 36:19, Jere-
ot (2 Chronicles 36:19, Jere
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Jerusalem is not still burning today. “Unguench-
able” fire is fire that cannot be put out unil it has (on-
sumed everything. Unquenchable fire burns e\(erylhm'g
up and fhen burns out. In the same way, the wicked will
be destroyed. N

“Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.'—Mark 9:44. |

A city-wide conflagratin once enveloped Chicago.
It was an unstoppable fire which could not b quenched.
Bt that does not mean that Chicago is Still burning,

The meaning of “their worm that dieth not"— The
“worm that dieth not” s a figure taken from the remse
dump i the Vally of Hinnom, on the south side of ancient
Jerusalem. The fact that garbage was constantly thrown
into this dump, which kept the fires always burninlg there,
was the surest proof that whatever was cast nto t would
be entirely consumed. —But when nothing more was
thrown in. the fire eventually ended, after having done &
thorough job of destruction. -

Speaking of the enemies of the Lord, Isaiah sa|q,
“The worm shall eat them like wool” (lsaiah §1.8). This
5 a picture of being put out of exstence.

\What the fire did not destroy the worms devoured.

1is a symbol o complete and final destruction—
total annihilation of sinners. -

The Bible also Speaks of “eternal redemption’
(Hebrews 9:12) and “etermal judgment’ (Hebrews 6:2).
Byt this does not mean recemption going on through all
eterity or an unending work of judgment. No; both are

evertuallyfinished, but with resuts which il astforever
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The meaning of forever and ever—Why s this
fire said to be “forever and ever"? (Revelation 14:11
and 20:10). In order to understand it we must see how
this phrasg is used elsewhere in the Bible. When we do,
We discover that the Bible usage means “as long as i
lasts," which should frequently be translated, “as long
s he lives.”

For instance, in 1 Samuel 1:22 we find that Hannah
lent Samuel to the Lord “forever.” It means, “as long
as he lives.” Verse 28 translates it in that manner: “As
long as he liveth he shal be lent to the Lord.” (Similar
passages are 1 Samuel 27:12; Job 41:4.) In Exodus
21:3-6, & man can voluntegr to be a slave “forever”: but,
ftreally meant forever, here would be slavery in heaven!

Christis called “apriestforever" (Hebrews 5:6); yt,
after sin is blotted out and the Second Advent accurs,
Christ's work as a priest will end.

Jonah was said to be in the belly of the great fish
forever (Jonah 2:6), yet tonly asted threg days and threg
nights (Jonah 1:17). Leprosy was said to cleave to Gehazi
and his offspring forever (2 Kings 5:27), and Philemon
Was counseled to receive Onsimus forever (Philemon
15). The Passover was to be kept “forever" (Frodls
12:24), but it ended at the cross (see Colossians 2:14-
17). Aaron and his sons were o offerincense “forever” (1
Chronicles 23:13), and have an “everlasting priesthood”
(Evocls 40:15); yet this priesthood, with its offerings of
incense, ended at Calvary (Hebrews 7, 9).

Liddell and Scott's Greek Lexicon, the most exhaus-

tve resgarch work ofts kind, gives the following definiton
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of the Greek word, translated “forever,” in the KJV:

"A space or period of time, especially a lifetime, life
. Also one's time of e, age: the age of man ... 2. Along
space of time, eternity .. 3. Later, a space of time clearly
defined and marked out, an era, age, . . this present ife,
this world.”

As long as the wicked live, as long as conscious-
ness lasts, they will be in the flames. For some, this will
only be a few moments. For Satan, it will be longest of
all. Yet we are told that even he will eventually cease to
exist, “Never shalt thou be anymore” (Ezekiel 28:19) wil
be what God says of Satan, who s destroyed in that fire,

And the verse before it Says:

And | will bring thee to ashes upon the earth,’'—
Fzekiel 26:18,

Itis clear that these words, “forever” and “forever
and ever,” must be compared with other passages of
Scripture in order to properly understand them. In this
chapter, we have found abundant evidence that the wicked
do not burn without end. “They shall be destroyed forever”
(Psalm 92:7) means that the results of that destruction
will last forever. The wicked “shal not see fife” (John
3:36). “No murderer hath eternal life abiding in him” (1
Jon 3:18),

This fire will be 50 thorough in destroying the wicked
that, when itis done, not a hot coal or any firg will emain:

“Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shal burn
them: they shall not deliver themselves from the power
of the flame; there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire

to sit before it'—Isaiah 47:14,
40

While i is taught in many pulpits that all the wicked
will burn forever,the Bible, in stark contrast, clearly teach-
es that some will suffer only a short time, while other
more wicked people will suffer a little longer.

‘And that servant, which knew his lord's wil, and
prepared not himself, neither did according to his will
shal be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not,
and did commit things warthy of stripes, shall be beaten
with few stripes."—Luke 12:47-48

God does not delightin punishment. It is His strange
act,

*He shall be wroth . . that He may do His work, His
strange work; and bring to pass His act, His strange
act"—lsaiah 28:21.

But sin must be eradicated. In fairmess fo the
universe, there is no other way to deal with it. The
rebelion has to be brought to an end. This planet, if one
sinner were et on i, would be a deadly virus forever
threatening the universe.

A QUICK, TOTALDESTRUCTION

The Bible is quite clear about this. The gehenna
hell will burn until “both soul and body” are destroyed.

“Fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and
body” (Matthew 10.26).

This hell will burn untlthe wicked are devoured (Rey-
elation 20:9). That wil be the “second death.” It will be a
total everlasting death—oblivion,—not an everlasting
burning fife (verse 14).

“The Lord preserveth all them that love Him: but al
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the wicked will He destroy,'—Psaim 145:20,

Some of the strongest words are uged by the
Scripture writers, in the original Hebrew and Greek
in which the Bible was written, to emphasize the total
destrucd4 tion of the wicked. They will nt only “burn’
(ktio; Revelation 19:20: 21:6), but they shall be “burned
Up" (katekaio; 2 Peter 310 Matthew 3:12). They shall
notonly be “destroyed” (apollumi: Matthew 21:4 I; Mark
1:24), but b “utterly destroyed” (exolothreuo; Acts 328
R./). They shallnot only be “consumeq” (tamam; Psalm
104:33), and “consume away," (kalah: Psalm 3720,
Dut be: “utterly consumed” (apollumi n the Septuagint
Psalm 73:19),

Itis obvious that the wicked will be completely
blotted out of existence by this fire, That i Why it is
called “the second death.” At the first death, the wicked
00 Into the grave, as does everyong else, But only the
Wicked experience this second death, which mrks he end
0f the sinner, the end of death, and the end of he (rave.

The factthat the wicked “wil be out off” i frequently
mentoned in the OId Testament, The word, “cut off" Is
Kareth and means “totally destroy” (as it used in Ezekie
28:16). AN the wicked willHe destroy” (Psalm 145:20),

“Mark the perfect man, and behold the Upright: for
the end of that manis peace. But the transgressors shall
De destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut
off."—Psalm 37:37-36,

Notice in the two following statements that, as

$00n as the wicked are destroyed, the redeemed will
inherit the earth:
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“For evildoers shall be cut off. but those that wat
upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth. For yet a
ttle while, and the wicked shall not be; yea, thou sha
diligently consider his place, and it shall not be, But the
meek shall ineritthe earth; and shall delight themselves
Inthe abundance of peace.—Psalm 37:9-11,

“Wait on the Lord, and keep His way, and He shall
exaltthee to inherit the fand: when the wicked are cut off.
thou shalt see it."—Psalm 37:34,

THE WICKED ARE LIKENED
TO VERY PERISHABLE MATERIALS

During that brief period of time in which they finall
perish forever, the wicked are compared fo fragile sub-
stances which are burned up quickly.

Nothing burns as quickly as hay and stubble! After
afire goes out, only the “ashes” remain; and soon they
are gone also. The following passage compares those
burnd as being fike “stubble," and the rather quick resut
to“ashes." “For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as
an oven; and all he proud, yea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither
[00t nor branch.

“But unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of
rghteousness arise with healing in His wings; and ye shall
o forth, and grow up as calves of the stall

‘And ye shallread down the wicked: for they shall be
ashes underthe soles of yourfegt inthe day that | shall do
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this, saith the Lord of hosts."—Malahi 4:7-3,

The wicked are said to be fike “the chaf which the
wind driveth away" (Psalm 1:4). Isaiah says that “the
Whirwind shalltake them away as stubbl” (fsaiah 40:24).

The wicked are to be utterly destroyed—consumed
aWay as quickty as animal “fat” changed into “smoke,
and brought to “ashes.” “But the wicked shal perish,
and the enemies of the Lord shal be as the fat of lambs;

they shall consume; into smoke shal they consume
away,'—Psalm 37:20,

GOD’'S MERCIFUL PLAN

Sin-and sinners will be forever gone from the
universe. The righteous could not be happy through.
out eternity if they knew that loved ones were forever
Sufering in flames! No, no. God has something won-
erful planned for al. The righteous will ive in continual
happiness forever. The wicked, who could not be happy
inthe peace of heaven, will no longer exist, It will be
mercifulof God to put them out of their selfsh misery,

The destruction of the wicked wil be quick and
complete, leaving only stubble burned ino ashes (Malachi
4:1-3). And it will be final,

“They shall be as though they had not begn."—
Obadiah 16,

Itwill nottake long for the wicked to be consumed.
'As the whirlwind passeth, 50 is the wicked no
more.’'—Proverbs 10:25,

‘Foryeta e whil, and the wicked shall notbe; yea,
4

thou shatt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be.

“But the meek shall inherit the earth: and shall
(elight themselves in the abundance of peace.'—Psalm
371011

Through sin they have forfeited the right to life
and an immortal existence. Instead, they have chosen
the way of death and destruction. Because of the way
In which they used their probationary time while ving in
this world, they squandered their final opportunities o
refurn o God.

Their destruction will in fact, be an act of love
and mercy on the part of God; for to perpetuate their
lives would only be to perpetuate sin, sorrow, Suffering,
and misery.

We are told that God takes “no pleasure in the death
ofthe wicked” (Ezekiel 33:11). He would have saved every
one of them if He could. But they would not come to Him
that they mignt be saved.

“Cast away from you all your transgressions, where-
by ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and
a new spirit: for why wil ye die, 0 house of lsrael? For
have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, saith the
Lord God: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye."—
Ezekiel 16:31-32.

The power and authority of the diving government
shall be employed to put down rebellion; yet all the
manifestations of retributive justice will be perfectly
consistent with the character of God as a merciful,
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longsutfering, benevolent being,

"For the wages of sin is death: but the gift of God
S eternal ffe through Jesus Christ our Lord."—Romans
6.23

“568, | have set before thee this day ffe and good,
and death and vl i that | command thee this (ay 1o love
the Lord thy God, to walk in His Ways, and to keep His
commandments and His statutes and i Judgments, that
thou mayest ive."Deutgronomy 30;15-16.

However, there must come atime when the wicked
perish, and He has reserved them unto the day of judg-
ment. I view of that fact, why should anyone wish to rush
them offto hell s soon s thy die?

The wicked will burn in fire on the surface of the
earth, yet God's promise is that the righteous willinherit
the earth and make i their home forever

Here e three Bible passages which tll us that the
Wwicked will be blotted out hefore the redeemed inherit
the earth:

“Wait on the Lord, and keep His Way, and He shall
exalt hee toinherit the land: when the wicked are
off"'—Psalm 37:34,

“For evidoers shall be out off: but those that wait
upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth, For Jet 2
e while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shal
cligently consider his place, and i shall not be. Bt the
meek shall inherit the earth: and shall (elight themselves
Inthe abundance of peace."—Psaim 37:9-11
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“For, beold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an
oven; and allthe proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall
De stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up,
saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither
root nor branch.

“But unto you that fear My name shall the Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in His wings: and ye
shall go forth, and grow up as caives of the stall. And ye
shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes
Lnder the soles of your feet in the day that | shall do this,
saith the Lord of hosts."—Malachi 4:1-3.

Then, when the fire ends, the experience of sin
Will be forgver over; and God's original plan of peo-
pling the earth with a race of holy, happy beings will
be carried out,

“Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look
for suchthings, be diligentthat ye may be found of Him in
peace, without spot, and blameless.'—2 Peter 3:13-14,

“God Himsefwas crucfied with Christ for Christ was
ong with the Father. Few give thought to the suffering
that sin has caused our Creator, Al heaven suffered in
Christ's agony; butthat suffering did not begin or end with
His manifestation in humanity. The crossis a revelation to
our dull senses of the pain that, from its very inception,
sin has brought to the heart of God. Every departure
from the right, every deed of cruelty, every failure of
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humanity to reach His ideal, brings grief o Him, When
there came upon Israel the calamities that were the sure
resultof separation from God—subjugation by thei en-
emies, cruety, and death—it is said that ‘His soul was
Qrigved for the misery of Isragl.”‘In all heir affiction He
Was afflicted: . . and He bare them, and caried them ail
the days of ol Juclges 10:16; saiah 63:9) "—Amazing
Grace, 169,

'His Spit‘maketh intercession for us with groan-
Ings which cannot be uttered.” As the ‘whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain’ (Romans 626 2),
the heart of the infinite Fathe is pained in sympathy.

Our world is a vast lazar house, a scene of misery
that we dare not allow our thoughts to dwel upon. Did
We realize it as it is, the burden would be too terrible, Yet
God feels it all."—Fducation, 263-264,

"Not a sigh is breathed, not a pain felt not g (rief
pierces the soul, but the throb vibrates to the Father's
heart"—Desire of Ages, 356,

"He who'knows the depths of the warld's misery and
despai, knows by what means to bring rele. ..

Although human beings have abused their mercies,
Wasted their talents, and lost the dignity of godiike man-

hood, the Greatoris tobe gorfedin heiredemption."—
Education, 270

SUMMARY

One of the most beloved verses in the Bible—Jofn
d3:16—clgarly states that God's faithful ones will
48

not perish, but will “live forgver.” The entire passage also
explains that the wicked will be condemned because they
refused to accept Christ as their Saviour

“Whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but
have eternal I,

“For God 0 loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever befieveth in Him should not
nerish, but have everlasting e

“For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn
the world: but that the world through Him might be saved.

“He that believeth on Him i not condemned: but
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he
hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God.'—Jofn 3:18-18,

The righteous will be “recompensed [rewarded] at
the resurrection of the just’ (Luke 14:14). Oh, what a
(lorious day that wil be!

“s for me, | will beold Thy face in righteousness:

| shall be satisfied, when | awake, with Thy lke-
ness.'—Psalm 17.15.

The bodies of the redeemed will come forth from
the grave without any traces of age, sickness, or flaws
(1 Corinthians 15:42-44; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Corin-
thians 19:34-55; Luke 20.36).

But a thousand years later, the wicked will be
raised—and then forever perish. They will experience
a death and total destruction which lasts forgver.

“What shall the end be of them that obey not the
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Qospel of God?"—1 Peter 4'17

"Forthe wages of sinis death,"—Romans 6:23

“The soulthat sinneth, it shall die."—Ezekiel 18:4.

“Who shall be punished with everlasting destruc-
tion."—2 Thessalonians 1:9,

"Butthe wicked shal perish, and the enemies o the
Lord shall be as the fat of lambs; they shall congume;
Info smoke shallthey consume away.'—Psalm 37:20,

‘And fire came down from God out of heaven, and
(evoured them."—Revelation 20:9

‘Butthe fearful and unbelieving, and he ahominable,
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
dolaters, and all fiars, shall have their part in the lake
Which burmeth with fire and brimstone: which i the second
(eath,'—Revelation 21:8,

“The last enemy that shall be estroyed is death,'—1
Corinthians 15:26,

“Then shallthe rghteous shing forth as the sun in
the kingdom of their Father"—atthew 13:43

Wherefore," the Apostle Paul tells us to “comfort
one another with these words” (1 Thessalonians 41 ).

MY COMMITMENT

Father in heaven, help me to do what | can to Jead
others around me o Christ: 5o thy wil be abe to nheri
eternal fife. This ffg is s short, and so many important

(ecisions negd to be made: so tha eople wil not belost,
In Jesus's name | ask it, Amen.
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J0MS
i AW
about Death
Additional Important Bible Facts

Clarence Darrow, the famous criminal lawyer, once
held a debate with a rabbi, a priest, and a minister on
the subject of immortality. Al three clergymen used
symbols, similes, and allegories to defend their posiion
that the soul of man is indestructible and not subject to
the power of death.

When Darrow arose, he said, “These gentlemen never
once used the Bible to prove their assertions, much less
did they quote from its pages.”

However, there are some difficult passages in the
Bible which are “hard to be understood” (2 Peter 3:15-
16). When there is apparent contradiction or seeming
difference of meaning, two things should be kept in mind:

First, difficult texts should be studied in the light
of the general teaching of the Bible on that particular
stubject. Second, all lines of Bible doctring should run
parallel. For instance, the Bible teaches that the judgment
occurs down at the end of time. So we would be out of
harmony with Scripture if we believed God took good
neople to heaven at death and put bad people into flames
at death; when, as yet, they have not been judged in the
final judgment. (See Hebrews 9.27)
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QUESTIONS ANSWERED

80 here are six answers to difficult passages
concerning death;

1+ The thief on the cross—Jesus told the re-
pentant thif, “Verly | Say unto theg, Today shaltthou
De with Me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). Did Jesus take
the thief to heaven that day?

First, Jesus, Himself,did not go to paradise that
ga7v). Paradise is where the tree of fe s (Revelation

That is in heaven at the throng of God (Revela-
tion 22:1-2). Jesus did not ascend to heaven unti
the day of His resurrection. To Mary, He said at tha
time, “Touch Me not; for | am not yet ascended to My
Father” (John 20:17)

Second, there is no punctuation n the original,
When Luke wrote those words, punciuation marks
had not yet been invented.

50, in order to make the verse agree with the
above Bible facts, the comma should be moved from
before “today” o affer “today”: “Verily | say unto
thee today, thou shalt be with Me in paradise.”
Was on thiat day—the day of His worst humiliation—
that Christ could give the glorious promise, that the
thigf would be saved and later be with Him in heaven!
What a promise is that for the rest of us|

Notice that the thief did not ask to be taken to
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paradise then, He said, “Lord remember me when
Thou comest into Thy kingdom” (Luke 23:42). That
s exactly when he will be remembered and taken info
that kingdom,

2 - Shall never die—What did Ghrist mean when
He told Mary that those who believed in Him would
never die? The entire passage explains it

‘Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and
the ifg; he that believeth in Me, though he were dead,
yet shall he five: And whosoever liveth and believeth
in Me shall nver die."—dohn 11:25-26.

Both the righteous and wicked wil be resurrected,
but only those believing in Christ wil ive forever. The
rest willdie the second death (Revelation 20:13-19)

God is looking to the future when He says that
the wicked are dead even while they live (1 Timothy
5:6). They go down into Christless graves, rise in
the resurrection to receive judgment, and go down
inthe “second death” (Revelation 21.8). And God is
looking to the future when He says that the righteous
have eternal life,

This also explains why Christ said to the unbe-
ieving Jews, “Ye will not come to Me that ye might
have [ife” (John 5:40).

But the Christian who has accepted Christ has
life in his heart, He has everlasting life abiding in
him—as long as he remains faithful to Christ, This

als0 explaing why Paul ssgid that Christ “abolished



death” (2 Timothy 1:10); whereas, he elsewhere
sald that God's faithful ones do not conquer death
unti the resurrection, when *death is swalowed up
Invictory" (1 Corinthians 15:54). Thank God that the
time is coming when “death and hell” are “cast into
the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:14),

Then, and not il then, wil death truly be abol
ished,

3 - The Spirits in prison—Some believe that
uring the time between His crucifivion and His
resurrection, Christ went and preached to the spirts
In prison.

Here s the unusual passage:

"For Christ also hath once suffered for sing, the
Justforthe unjust, that He might bring us to God, being
putto death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spit:
by which also He went and preached unto the st n
prison; which somefime were disobedient, when once
the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah,
While the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is,
eignt souls were saved by water"—1 Peter 3:18-20.

First, nofice that Christ preached to them by
“the Spirit,” and that word is capitalized. So whatever
preaching was done was accomplished through the
Holy Spirt.

Second, this preaching was done while Noah
Was building the Ark, not long before the Flood cov-

ered the earth (Genesis 65)‘.1

“And the Lord said, My Spirit shall not always
strive with man."—Geresis 6:3.

In other words, God's Spirit pleaded with men
through the preaching of Noah.

Third the preaching was done to “spirits in
prison.” The words, “spirt” and “soul,” are often
used when talking about people. David prayed, “Bring
my soul out of prison” (Psalm 142:7). Paul spoke of
being in captivity to the law of sin (Romans 7.23).

1t was the wark of Christ “to bring out the pris-
oners from the prison” (Isaiah 42:7).

Insummary, Christ preached by the Holy Spirit
while Noah was building the Ark. And He did it to
the “spirits in prison;” that is, o those individuals
whose sinful lives were bound in the prison house
of sin.

4 - Under punishment until the judgment—In
the Revised Standard Version of 2 Peter 2.9, we read:

“The Lord knows how to rescue the godly from
tral, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment
until the day of judgment."—2 Peter 2:9, RSV

This suggests that, after death, the wicked suffer
punishment prior to the day of judgment.

First, this concept contradicts the whole teaching
of Scripture. (Throughout this book, we use the KJV.

Second, “to punish” may be translated to show
immediate activity, or eventual purpose.

The RSV translates itgg show immediate activiy.



",.. 10 keep the unrighteous under punishment
Until the day of judgment.’—2 Pater 2:9, RS/

The King James Version translates it to show
eventual purpose:

", and o reserve the unjust unto the day of
judg ment to be punished.’—2 Peter 2:9, KJ\/

There s a great difference betwesn the two trans-
ltions! The KJV agrees with th rest of Scripture, but
the RSV does not.

Elsgwhere inthis same episte, the RSV correcty
translates the words: “kept until the judgment” (2
Peter 2:4, RSV), indicating that the fallen angels are
not, at present, suffering punishment: this is because
the time of the judgment for the wicked is later in
the future,

0 - The rich man and Lazarus—In the parable
0f Luke 16:19-31, the rich man died and went to hell
“Being intorments," he called to the beggar Lazarus,
Who had also died and was in Abraham’s bogom.

What is the meaning of this?

First, God sometimes speaks of the future as if
itIs present

"(iod, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those
things which be not s though they were."—Romans
417

However, the story of the rich man and Lazarus
18 a parable, and cannot be regarded as literal, I
comes in the midst of a56long series of parables.

Parables often teach some main lesson, but should
not be held to every detail. (See Judges 9:6-20, for
example.)

As He prepared to qive this parable, Jesus was
rebuking the covetous Pharisees (Luke 16:14) by
showing that the rich may fare well here, but not
hereafter. He used one of their own traditions fo
drive this point home.

First, let us consider Lazarus, and then the
fich man,

Lazarus is represented as being carried by the
angels o *Abranam’s bosom.” However, it is at the
Second Goming of Christ, not at death, that the angels
gather the elect (atthew 24.31).

In addtion, Abraham would find it difficult to
hold all the redeemed next to his chest. So this
cannot possibly be literal,

There was another Lazarus, a lteral one, who
died (John 11:14-44). He was the brother of Mary
and Martha.

After four days dead in the grave, when Jesus
called him to fife, He said, “Lazarus, come forth.” He
did not say, “Come from Abraham'’s bosom." After
being restored to lfe, this literal Lazarus had nothing
t0 say about Abraham’s bosom, or anything else that
had happened during those four days; for “the dead
know not anything” (Ecclesiastes 9:9). When a real
person dies, “histhoughts5 gerish” (Psalm 146:4). So



the Lazarus of the parable cannot be taken lterally.

Then there is the rich man in the parable. In the
symbolism of this story, he was in hell with a body.
He had eyes, tongue, etc. (Luke 16:23-24). How did
his body get into helfire ingtead of into the grave?

Of this rich man we read: *And in hell he lfted
Up s eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and
said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this flame”
(Luke 16:23-24). The word “hell” used here is ha-
des, which means “the grave.” But there is no fire
Inthe grave, 50 we here have stil further evidence
that this parable cannot be taken literall.

The request of Lazarus, to dip the tip of his finger
In water and come through the flames to cool the rich
man's tongue, is obviously not literal. How much
moisture would remain on the finger and how much
relief would it give?

The heart of the entire parable is found in verse

3.

"Ifthey hear not Moses and the prophets, neither
Will they be persuaded, though one rose from the
(ead."—Luke 16:31.

Astoundingly, not long afterward—a literal
Lazarus was raised from the dead (John 11:43)—
and the Jews that Jesus 5“{;33 speaking to would not

Delieve that either!

The real lesson of the parable is that prosperity In
this lfe does not guarantee prosperty hereafter—Dut
that it is now that we must prepare for eternity!

“Forthe grave cannot praise Thee, death cannot
celebrate Thee: they that go down into the pit cannot
nope for Thy truth,"—/saiah 36:16.

There i no second chance!

“Befold, now is the accepted time; befold, now
s the day of salvation,'—2 Corinthians 6:2.

Nowis the time to speak words of kindness, and
do deeds of love, Now is the time to accept Christ
5 our Saviour and faithfully obey allthat He tells us
In Seripture.

Someone has said, “The more of earth we want,
the less of heaven we'll get.

Early in World War I, Colonel Warren J. Clear
was ordered, by his superior officer, o leave Corregl-
dor ust before it fel. He was to board a submarine at
midnight. In his orders were these words, “Be reaay
t0 go aboard. No personal baggage.” When we say
q0od-byeto this world and breathe ourlastbreath, we
willtake only our character with us. I we die holding
tiftly to Christ, we will be raised in the resurrection
to five with Him forever

6 - Departing and being with Christ—Here Is
the Bible passage:

“For{ am in a strai bsegtwixt two, having a desire



to depart, and to be with Christ; which i far better"—
Philippians 1:23,

Paul did not say, in this text, that he would go
to be with Christ when he died. He undoubtedly was
using the word, “depart " in reference to his death,
Butthe Bible clearly reveals that Paul did not believe
his “departure” would mean immediate entrance
into heaven. Here is the proof:

“Forl amnow ready to be offered, and the ime of
My departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight |
have finished My course, [ have keptthe faith, Henge-
forth there s faic up for me a crown of righteousness,
Which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them
als that love His appearing.'—2 Timothy 4:6-6,

dince he obviously did not expect to get his
eternal crown at his departure in death, when did
Paul anticipate actually being with Chrigt? Here is
the answer:

"Forthe Lord Himself shal descend from heaven
With & shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
With the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shal
risg first. Then we which are alive and remain shall
D caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and o shall we ever be with
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these
Words,"—1 Thessalonians 4:16-18,

O, my friend, you I%%ve just learned the Bible

truth about death and the grave, and also the Bible
truth about hellfire. We have leamed that God is
ind and merciful. It Is Satan who causes misery
and destruction. But God has warned us that a time
S coming when those who choose to remain in sin,
and refuse to come in repentance to Christ and let Him
forgive them and enable them, by His grace, to obey
His moral law of Ten Commandments—will perish.
They will die and no longer exist.

We encourage you to contact us and ask for a
copy of our book, Discovered: An Important Bible
Truth That Many Have Forgotten. ft wiltellyou about
another, equally important, ruth in the Bible which so
many today do not understand.

How important it that we love and trust Christ
and each day plead with Him for forgiveness, guid-
ance, and help in obeying the truths in the Bible. We
are S0 close to the end of ime, and events all around
1S point to the fact with startiing clearness!

If purity of heart and life is what you want, then
come fo Jesus just now. He alone can forgive your
sins, no man or earthly priest can. Christ alone can
impartto you strengthening grace o you can clean
up your life—and become His humble, believing,
obedient child! He along can bring genuine happiness
Into your ife.

We have only to ive one day at a time, and if we
cling to Jesus, He will givglus strength for today, and



when tomorrow comes, He will help us then also—if
we will emain close by His side! Every day will find
its own victories, just as it finds its trials,

Christ died on Calvary to impart enabling
grace, 0 you and | can obey God's holy law—and
live clean, godly lives! Yes, you will be buffeted by
temptation; for Satan will be determined to once again.
capture and chain you. The devil knows that he is %
going to be destroyed for breaking God's law, and he

wants as many as possible to die with him. FOR MORE INFORMATION,
You will have trials and problems. We all en-

counter them in this Ife. But having entered the new AND OR ANYTHING ELSE,

life of submission and obedience to Christ as His PLEASE CONTACT:

humble, believing, obedient child,—you will have

the comfort and quidance of holy angels, s you MOBILE: 404 841 855,

daily plead for help INTERNATIONAL: 61 404 881 885,

WEB SITE: www.freeliteraturemultimedia.org
EMAIL: freeliteraturemultimedia@gmail.com

“The living know that they

shall die: but the dead know
not any thing,”

POSTAL ADDRESS: P.0. BOX 220, MUNDARING,

- -

WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 6073,

—Ecclesiastes 9:5
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Many Wonder —
What will happen to me after I die? -

Where are my loved ones now?
Are they tormented or at peace?
[ do want to know.

The Bible gives clear answers.




